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Egypt as a disciple of that one sublime
Lodge from which every great religion has
its Founder. For Egypt has remained one
of the world-centres of the true Mysteries,
whereof all semi-public Mysteries are the
faint and far-off reflections. The Mysteries
spoken of in history as Egyptian were the
shadows of the true things " in the Mount/'
and there the young Hebrew received the
solemn consecration which prepared him
for the Royal Priesthood he was later to
attain. So superhurnanly pure and so full
of devotion was he, that in his gracious
manhood he stood out pre-eminently from
the severe and somewhat fanatical ascetics
among whom he had been trained,
shedding on the stern Jews around him
the fragrance of a gentle and tender
wisdom, as a rose-tree strangely planted in
a desert would shed its sweetness on the
barrenness around. The fair and stately
grace of his white purity was round him as
a radiant moonlit halo, and his words,
though few, were ever sweet and loving,
winning even the most harsh to a
temporary gentleness, and the most rigid
to a passing softness. Thus he lived